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NI} conlil hardly ask for a more sensational end of the season thin the
anpouneement that the Big and the Little Syndlenates hnye eome together

O

Jiey

to do buslness herenfler with all ‘the weapons of war under lock and
As g oeliminx to n bhusy theatriesl scason one could hardly usk for any-
thing more astonishing, for there 18 nat a part of the conntry that s not
been worked up over the question as to whether 1t wos fo recelve syndieate or

anti-syndieate nftractions, sl {he activity of the S8huberts in building new

theatres, not to spenk of Mr, Delasco’s and Mr. Flske's more vehement war.

fare, his advertised pretly throughly the battle that was belng waged, with

Forty-seconld street as its headguarters.

It {s too carly yet to say Just what the result of this new eompany, in
which both Lee Shubert and 1)aw & I3rlanger are offlcers, will be, but there 1s
very Mttle chianee of its affeeting the productions of next seasoi, as it is
nyoweilly for the purpase of dolng only the vandeville bhuslness.
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Looking over the past season, the most eneouraging feature as regards
the theatre has been the nutnber of productions of new pliys by young Ameri-

enn auiliors, No lmpertant new man has eome to the front except Willlam

Dwight Moody, whoze play, “The Great Divide" with Muarzaret Anglin and
Henry Miller ag co-turs, has flled the Princess Theatre for the entlre season.
An nteresting play in many ways, “The Great Divide” Is not by nny mesns
a remarkable specimen of the Americian drama. There are interesting momoents
$idit, Dok the thesls i= smonll, and in the bz broad Western seiting ihot Lhe
author hns chogen, his human strogele seems petty and more caleulated to in-
torpest the New England spinster than the eluss of publie that is ordinarily
attracted by what hiag come to be known as the Western ilrama,

Next to Mr. Moody's play the most suceessful play by an Amerlean author
offered 1his season was Ar, Droadhurst's “Man of the Flour,"” which filled the
suvoy Thentre from the night [t opened and promises to run there all sumn-
mer,  No better thme coulid have been chosen for a political play dealing with
graft and corruption, and the answer of the public to It has been alinast unani-
mons, 1n away the play is supposed to typily New York conditions, hut these
conditions are general In American citles, nnd the play will undoubtedly hayva
the same great success throunglout the country that it has had here, The
gtrength of the play 1s its delineation of politieal characters as we know them—
ihe hoss and his hepchman—while the weakness of the play Is Its love story
and the very conventional feminine portrafture, 5

As one might expeet, dMr. Beligco’s production of the season, “The llose of
ihe Tiancho,” 1s one of the most popular plays of the year. It {8 o charming
slory of Cnlifornin and magnificently staged. With it New York learnced of a
new stir—-a mere glp of oogihl, who has magnetlsm and intelligence, beauty
and no Httle abiliiy as an gactreess, 1€ Miss Frances Stare docs nothlng but
w'he Tose of the Itaneho™ she will s€11 have earved for herscll o very enviable
reputation.

Taul Armstrong, wlho has not beon henrd from sinee hig snceessful “Helr
1o the Moorah,” eame forward this season with aovery virlle play, in alimos-
phero and ¢ acterizution 1he strongest play offered by an Ameriean author
this senson—"Salomy June,!'! The play s based on Bret Iiarte's story, “Halomy
Jone's Kigs'! While Miss Lleanor Robson appears In It to great advantage,
a mere robust icmperament would seem to more completely fill the
author's idea,

In “Browster’s Millions,” ihe dramatizatlon of Mr. MeCutcheon's story,
wyyinehell Smlith,” New York came fo know for the first time Mr, Fred Thomp-
gon, of Hippodrome fame, a8 o liirty-third degree manager. The play I8 lizht
entertainment, turnisbing eonsiderable anusement, and in the thivd act o re-
markable pleture of o yucht nt e in o storm ig probably the most striking
thtng that Mr. Thompson's mechanicul genlus has devised, and certalnly un-
paralelled among mechanleal stage Inventlons.

willlnm Colller, appearing botli as author amd actor in his play, “Cnught
fn the tain,” makes the sixth play to f1 the theatre In which 1t 14 affered from
1he day of its productlon. Really an amusing farce, *Cuught In the Raln"” is
Collleresquoe from the start to the finish,

Not distinguighed by long runs, but notablo In other woys, were Mr, Wil
faum Glllette’'s “Olartee” and Langdon Mitchell's "The New York Idea M
Glllelte In his new play (new to New York; it has been scen throughout ihe
country) pletured o consumptive who chopses te commit sulelde under tho
crroncous Impression that hlg death 18 fmminent, There was much cleverness
fn the construetion and somo of the smaller seenes, but the aetor hud oyer-
clahorated the part he played himself, and the play failed to grip.

Wihe New York 1dea” ought to prove n populir title on the road, where Lho
impreselon 1s that most New Yorkers spend thelr tlme geflng in ar out of a
divorce, Scintilluting comedy B, Mitehell has mnde for Mrs, Plske, but it was
Just o trlfle too rmart " More brilliant dlalogue one rarely lsleus (o on tha
ginge, but the author has saerlficed solldarity to brilllancy, and, while the play
was Intonsely ainusing, it was alse very suggestive of the Osenr Wilde school
of dranu.

A yoar ngo the dramatist who was most tallked of In this country wns M,
Charles Kleln, wlo, ont of *"The Lion and the Mousa" and “The Music Muster,”
wag s0id 1o be making something lile §3,000 a weelk, Nnoturally his uew play
was looked forward to with grent interest; but “Uhe Dauvghters of Men” fallod
1o enteh the publle gs *The Lion and the Mouse” did; and rather emphasized the
contontion of those who belleved thnt *The Lion and {he Mouse,” desplte g
creatl nopular success, was a very bad play, That play completed its run of!
glx hundred nights only o few weeks ago and 1s atlll the subject of discusslon,
wmong people Interestod In the thealre, no twoe porsons secinlng to ngree ns (0
why it knsted ns long as It did. . That it eame at g time when the publio was ripe
for some theatrlenl asspult or exposure of the eapltalist undoubtedly helped,
The impersonation of Mr, Bdmund Breese of tho part of John Dy Itaynor was
pnother yery glrong factor, t

® ® The American

1

e
: - {—’—ﬂm Y

WA o y‘\(r By
ﬁl‘g G 3 i‘;@'y

in ComtesseCoquette:

;i oy —
sy Eilexno s e
Ty in Repertowe

1%,
atﬁe\zi!limn,s»

ok 1—,«555 2 =4 ¥ . P
phato by Serory Juliaarlowe. gy 3;}3&%%@-&;»}1%135
A . Repertoire ;

phote l:7 Hetmam

Wi

Another elever play that suffered from the same Influence wis “Clothes,”
Ly Messrs, Pollock and Hapwood, Mr, Polleck |s undoubtedly acoming deam-
alist, nmd up to now thers has been evidenee of o fine virlle point of view. PBut
whether It was the Uitle or an obsession produeed Ly writing on so essentially
a feminine tople, this play suszgested iteh too often for its good.

From the Bnglish nuthors, usually our prolitic producers, we hove had bot
two plays that were successful—"Itls House In Order,” by Arthur W, Plnero,
and “he Uypocorltes,” by Heary Avchur Jones, “His House In Order’ is really
a great play, plele thiws in it as one will, Inthe opinfon of the nwrlter it 1s one
of the greatest plays that U guthor Las weitten, ond inoan interesting talle svith
the author last sammer at his home In London one mlzght deduce that Mr, Pinero
himsell 15 Incellned o look at 1t as bis “golden hidred child The production
lere was in the principals betler than that which 1 saw In London. Never
lats Mr, dJohn Drew Deen more sincere and more effective, and Aliss Margaret
Hinglon In one nlght pliced berself among Amerlean aetresses of whom one
nuly expect great things, “Che Hypoerites” of Mre Jones was o lugubelous efs
tort, prohably aveltten ten yenrs ago, for Krecked with the old “sex against
aex battle that interesiod the ddietle dramatists of 0 decade ago.
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New York has net lost its Interest o George Bernard Shaw, and this
getson three of his plays hitherto unproduceed in this country  were offered to
the public with but little soeeess,  Mre. Forbes Robertson achieyed little less
than nn artistie trluwph in “Cacsar and Cleopatra,” but It is doubtful if the
play wonld hive had the run’ that it did it it were not for that wetor's Interest-
ing personality: and steiking ability.  *Widowers! Houses! was produced ot oa
serios ol mutlnees aml proved (o e the least Inleresting of the Shaw plays
; thik we bave seen:  Miss Ellen Perry opened her tour in this country with
ATTLET‘iCQ:\ HEXE}SQ&SO]‘\_, "[-'illlll-'llll Brasshound’s Conversfon,” and again the auwdlences wero listless,

phele by Jarany This was followed shortly nlter by o rovival of “Mrs. Warren's Profession,”
: whicl, over o year ago, bidd oue performance In New York, the police—1t wiil
be remembered—stepping in and ¢losing the theatre,  As the writer contended

Qne of the curlous features of the season wus that ferent theatres and responded to the eall for “author™ at then, the police were not neeessary; the publie itself would hove closed the
there was no new play from the man who has un-(both theatres—the Ceftorlon wud the Astor, "The Hll’.‘lll-'.hl-”“.““" fwvery Hitle tme A8 sueli a ubbub hud not beew made ever the play.
doubtedly written 1he greatest of Amerlean dramas, MroRoad,” weltben for Mlss Bloeho Walsh, was l'ulml”}’rm“ erlne of thee pliy s 1ot so muelt the open discussion of hurlotry ns it 1s
Augustug Thomnas, Next season, llowoever, we are (o bave| condemned for ifs vulgarity, while “0he Proth! (with Ar. Blinw's dnslncerliy—hls mabllity to be serlous when drawlng a tragie sub-
two plays, one sald to be o powertully bullt druna on the Mrs, Clarn Bloodgood) saffered greatly from the quthors Jeet—=hly grenl aotistle ervor in mnking laughable that which to every right
subjeet of hypnotism, and by the nuthor's fricnds declared | nability o understund (hat thy Amerienn hushil does thlpking person 15 o ntter of fears,
to bo n grenter play than even his “Arizong,” “Alabaiia® not f0ko 1t as o matter of conese, of s o joke, fhat al What would @ theatileal senson in New York be awithout s quota of
or “In Mizzoura.” 'Phe other play, in which Mp, Dusling young good-fov-nothivg should endeayor to elieel i litlson! that peeuliae form oft enterfnliment that was onee kiown as comle opera, but
T R e S P U e e e A ||I.:IH mare recently become “the wusicnl melnnge, “the musical cocktail,” “the
been ealled the “State plays” of Mr, Thomps, being o ple- Tho suteess of Mr Fiteh o the past Las el s 1,“4[;Imlslt';!1 fautusy," Ko, et The publie hus grown oo bit dleed of hoving tha
ture of Mexico, the result of a whilers sojourn and :-'n:d_-,"\-l'l'n-l.'t i Ut some of the youuger Ameriean dramatista, theateieal veporter haek back to the days o Gllbert and Sulllvan, but for gen-
fn that country, ihave observed oo elosely the methods by which he has] Crations o eome thil combination o Hbeeitist nnd composer {s bound to re-

Only n few years ago it wis customary {o assaciatn Mr.|won publle fuvor,  Clover Mr PDiteh fs undonbiedly, huitghitinniddenlyanddotinn il vij,
Clyde IMiteh with Me. Thomas ns the twe lending J\mvl‘|-|il fa wn episodie cloverness, o tricky cleyverness. Curl| Hiere ave elphty-two reigons why we have not libwettos that nre worthy
cun deunatlsts. My, Wilel's plays have continted (o have|eature 18 sibstituted for clharneterizadion, aml when “,::ur the Gilbert: and Sullven tradition. One will sotiee,  The man who ean
& certain vogue, though flhere has been o steadily in-|tonches the emotional it s fnpossible ot 1o feel that Lo write e good dibretto ds able to wreite ngood pliy, and he sees no particular
eronsing depreciation,  The elimnx enme thls season when|lus lils tongue o his cheek i,"‘-'“"""“ why he ghould divide the royaltics with o composoer,
Mr, Fiteh turned out four plays and the publle furned|  One of the Diggest sucoossos of tho year Tus heen )[1-,! Cne nan s oppearsd on the Geld who his shown that he has the
every one of them down, s dramatlizalion of Mrs,|James FPorbes' *Uhe Chorus Ludy,” and (his s one of thejihlity of the deaiitist allled to the willligness (o be  Hbrettlst, That man
.\\'Iml‘tun’r; “House of Mieth” ran ono weck, and his "(.“1'1=l!l:i3':-'u that T would ehapneterize s dlsplaying o 1-'|,L(-hl|‘-i IToney THossom, whose “MIe, Modiste” Jast yoar and whose “Red MU this
Who Hud Everyihing,” with Miss Robson as ihe sl||r.\iiu|!m-m--_-. The first net ds eendly good, bui after it theyeir are hath disthiet advanees in the feld of the comic opera “book,'" Blos-
filled a brlel engagement at the Liberty, while the towr|anthor wses nll the Fitel teieks il (he pliny switys be-!som has fileas, Lo s nosense of the deanatle, amd, welrd and wonderful thing
nmused tsell with many suggestions to ihoe effeet ihat oween melodrama and  horsepliy,  Whe i :~I||u':u.-ln-|'.jllll wodern” conde operny he bas o sense of charneterizintion,  Somehow or an-
the "Giel Who 13ad Hverythiug might find 16 necossary | Paleein O'Bricn, s supposed fo Le the slingy ehovus giel fother, by son strnngo slelghit of itnd, he sueceeds n getting Inte his lbrettoy
lo divide with My, IFiteh If he conflnued to turn un.l".'lml Lere I8 (e germ of acgood deamatle fde,  Bog [u;:I e Jere mnd thore Chat tmnkes you Pecd that s clharacters nee humnn, hava
plays of that ealibre, : iul'lh'r {0 got *lnughst the author has stulted his ehupieter sone hilstory il belng, wnd aee ot tho mere puppets ol the stage macked

On February 10 Mr, Fiteh produced two pliys al dif-' with slangy “sayings” almost o the polnt ot porodo, ) tenont Uhurytone Mepntri o —4STALL" {

: YR ) | No play, opevatic or otheewise, i Loon ns suecossiul this yenr ug "The

(Red M of Henry Blosson and Vietor Herbert, 16 18 hoavdly necessary to
Papeink o the masle of Yietor Herbert—that edn alwinys bo counted on to be

Msg Wonce ONeil
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1 ; { Ly -, ] Jrl"-:\ls, Cinel] soml seholaely, Muell as we Hhke gl vespect Flerbert, | da not
. TEN MOS r SUCCESSF‘UL H)LAYS ()F Tﬁ B Y{:A[{, . [think we quite appreelifo what o master ho s of the humorous 'In musle,
g S Mozart would hiyve been fomd of Lherbert b b known hhing but Mozart
r . Iihad niny midsfortanes, his was one of them—ho Jdid ot know Herbert,
: ; Sine or I would be unjust not to say that o grent wensure of S'0he Yed D"
§ Dluy., Althaor, aliingier, Peatured Derformer,  Longth of Bun, suecess was die to Montgomery nid Stong, who appear for the firs
; 1 £ time in

t Pho Iypaerltes, .o dleney Avtue Jones, ., Chineles Brolimin, .., Miss Jessle Milwaed, 28 woeks, sHE Wt parts" arter thelr fong career in e add Swake-ap” of "Che Wizard
g ,]ngilu tliuuﬁu 1:} (l%'tlur. e .:-l\. W IO, . s eey . Olitides Brolimm, .. John Drow.,... Saee MW aoks £ |0t “f; | o il showalt Linttie Wit i
: o Ohorns Lady . e. ... Janies Morbe B (R 1 7 [ I T T T U DY (Y ther suceessio l-:|ill]"j|-i{ shows'! wore Hinttlo Fillams, in *“The Little
F The Great DIVID, 000 We DL Moody. e Eeney MIIOE, oo Margaret Angdln, ... .. Entive soason. 3 Cnorub Anna tleld, dn tThe Paristan lodol? Sume Bernard, 1o *4Che Rich
y l_irrl\\'sLe_rH MUHonE, oy Qulgley and Bmlth,, ., Preodecte Mhompson, 50 wiid Aheles, o, 00, 200 LHes, 5w ||":'—-’|~'"“|11‘1|:lli'l'. ||1;n| lusl.llu' 1Moy, 11|. 'he l!:ulll(l. i
t ﬁ:;ﬂ:li:?'l:l?;]‘;*\tl ......_::_‘Ijllll ATHNI'UM ........ ey LIeDIerE . sy s e - MIiss Blognor Robsan. ., .. 180 wooks, . Itarewell o the season Lol sevornd distingulstied t ! { ! 11 to

‘he R esterdny o DX and Suthovland, o SHuberts, oo e es e S Mlndlo Dipree,, o, 10 woeks, LILERAV A EAR LR 2 edfte LEAUHNEN ANOC-AGRBINLMeRng (ntewe
E :-:‘:,(. ose ‘,'f the RANCHO,  Belinsen 1 Tully . or OISO <oy e« Miss Imnes Slare., ., 210 wioks, ] !.h'.‘ :il]lllﬂt-.flllln ] |<;'III i .[:‘.]u‘ \I\ "Ilnwi };.,\-ﬂ .lﬂ'f.“'l'“ m]..‘m?’:ivl‘l“m May his alveady sald
9 c“l::.{nl::.;IIJUI]IEEIIIEUIJ::"I.' ter -;lt'ttlbil';-:ﬂ L1 H;n:lnlhursl'. WAL Brudy, e GGoorgs aweotl, .. R L lJl|:I-:”l:w .[‘v' i:-‘l!]l]uir MIL;II .”1|'1l|:lllll ~1I1L;'ull‘sllll\'\'-'llrlllrjlwl \\‘ﬂi‘n il"ll\lxllllll::l‘:l;n“:T:uulrtlfd ‘t]:ilrtl:

Shit T [ U, Hestheiat il ik +olllon k- s § year is hoe lust, T s ' 3 ] ‘ nrries she
t“““ ; olller aud Btownrt,,, . Qharles Probinnn, ... Wilin Colller, 0o 3500 Hines, 1o Nl of ihor—uristle o otherwise, WHen & mikh mnreids—but iltliqdli~
At chucch s Ao s Ausasbacbaste e { s sty Aot A A st A ko ot A oAb Ark Ay Asriah Actadsh s msoatnd, | C11EE 0N 13 00U properly In tho domaln ot elther entertalument or nmusement,

Dramatist in the Lead on the American Stage
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